
2024 State DSC Summit
November 7-8, 2024 — Washington, D.C.

All Summit events will be hosted at Yours Truly DC Hotel, 1143 New Hampshire Avenue NW, Washington, D.C.

Wednesday, November 6, 2024

ALL DAY Travel Day

Thursday, November 7, 2024

7:30 a.m. Registration Opens Meeting Level, Room Ten Pre-Function

7:30 a.m. Breakfast Buffet Opens Meeting Level, Room Ten Pre-Function

8:30 a.m. Opening Session Meeting Level, Room Ten

Jennifer Rosen
Vice President, State Affairs
Alzheimer’s Association/AIM

9:00 a.m. Purpose in Action: The Critical Role State Governments Play in the Response to Alzheimer’s
With the historic approval of treatments that slow the progression of Alzheimer’s, state governments will
play a pivotal role in this new era of treatment by working to ensure individuals living with the disease
receive an early and accurate diagnosis to receive the most benefit as early as possible. The Alzheimer’s
Association’s CEO will provide a brief update on the latest breakthroughs and the critical role state
dementia services coordinators play in ensuring a comprehensive response to this public health crisis.

Dr. Joanne Pike
President & CEO
Alzheimer’s Association

9:15 a.m. Guiding the Way to Dementia Care Navigation
Millions of Americans living with dementia often face the challenge of navigating complex care
landscapes without adequate support leading to poorer health outcomes, high rates of hospitalization,
and significant caregiver stress. A recent report found 60% of health care workers believe that the U.S.
health care system is not effectively helping patients and their families navigate dementia care, with 70%
of caregivers reporting that coordination of care is stressful and 66% have difficulty finding resources and
support for their needs. This session will focus on governmental actions to improve dementia care
navigation and caregiver support.

Katie Evans
Chief Programs & Mission Engagement Officer
Alzheimer’s Association

Kris Engsgov
Co-Founder & CEO
Rippl

Michelle Branham
Secretary
Florida Department of Elder Affairs
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10:30 a.m. BREAK

10:45 a.m. A Community Approach to Dementia Caregiving
The heavy burden of caring for someone with Alzheimer’s affects the health and well-being of the
caregivers themselves. Caregivers of people with dementia are more likely to report substantial
emotional, financial, and physical difficulties. Nearly 60% of Alzheimer’s and dementia caregivers rate the
emotional stress of caregiving as high or very high. Statewide programs providing support in the
community can reduce caregiver burnout and ultimately save the state significant future long-term care
costs. This session will explore how Area Agencies on Aging can support people living with dementia and
their families, and the growing impact of statewide Dementia Care Specialists and Alzheimer’s Respite
Grant programs.

Kari Benson
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Aging
Administration on Aging, Administration for Community Living
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services

Sara Maloney, MPA, MA
Director, Alzheimer’s Association Center for Dementia Respite Innovation (CDRI), USAging

Andrew Ross, MPA
Director, State Affairs
Alzheimer’s Association/AIM

12:00 p.m. Group Photo

12:10 p.m. Networking Lunch

1:00 p.m. Leveraging Partnerships with Universities — Use What You’ve Got!
Public and private universities across the nation have been increasing their focus on the advancement of
dementia-specific research, establishing memory assessment clinics, and implementing and evaluating
programs that support individuals living with dementia and their families. This discussion will highlight
ways state agencies have successfully partnered with universities in their states to further the
development and implementation of state Alzheimer’s plans.

Linelle Blais, PhD
Executive Director
Emory Centers for Public Health Training and Technical Assistance

Joan Weiss, PhD, RN, CRNP, FAAN
Acting Director, Division of Medicine and Dentistry, Bureau of Health Workforce
Health Resources and Services Administration

Michael Bruhn
Director, State Affairs
Alzheimer’s Association/AIM

(5 min) BREAK

2:00 p.m. A Comprehensive Approach to Dementia: Bridging the Gap Between Public Health & Aging
This presentation will explore the inclusion of dementia within state health improvement plans, focusing
on the alignment and integration of these plans with broader public health initiatives. Starting with a
review of statewide plans, lead agencies, and utilizing age-friendly initiatives to advance dementia risk
reduction.
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Tyrone Bethune
Senior Analyst
Association of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO)

John Shean, MPH
Director, Healthy Brain Initiative
Alzheimer’s Association

(10 min) BREAK (transition to breakout location)

3:00 p.m. Breakout #1: State Officials Only Meeting Level, Room Ten
This facilitated discussion will connect state agency staff with their peers in other states to share
strategies on how to leverage dementia-specific work within state government amid a challenging political
and budget environment.

Michael Splaine
Principal, Splaine Consulting

Breakout #2: Association State Government Affairs Staff Only Meeting Level, Room Fifteen
This facilitated discussion will connect Association state government affairs staff with their peers in other
states to share best practices. (Special guest speaker to be announced)

4:30 p.m. BREAK (transition from breakout location)

4:40 p.m. Wrap-Up

5:00 p.m. BREAK

6:00 p.m. Networking Reception Lobby Level, El Chalet at Mercy Me
Network with peers from across the nation and soak in the vibes at El Chalet.

7:00 p.m. The Great State Dinner & Showdown: Dinner Table Trivia Challenge! (Meeting Level, Room Ten)
Get ready for a fun-filled evening of State Showdown, where guests will enjoy dinner and compete in
teams with their table to tackle a mix of exciting state-specific and broad trivia questions. From quirky
facts about U.S. states to general knowledge, the trivia challenge is designed to foster connections with
colleagues and generate lots of laughs.

8:00 p.m. Evening on Your Own

Friday, November 8, 2024

7:30 a.m. Breakfast Buffet Opens Meeting Level, Room Ten Pre-Function

8:30 a.m. Opening Session Meeting Level, Room Ten

8:45 a.m. Dementia Crisis Response — Preventing Unnecessary Psychiatric Hospitalization
States are recognizing that state psychiatric hospitals are inappropriate and inadequate for serving the
needs of individuals living with dementia. This session will explore how states are diverting individuals
with dementia who are exhibiting behavioral issues from state psychiatric hospitals into dementia-capable
facilities and HCBS services that focus on personalized care.

Sydney Palinkas, LMSW, CDP
Dementia Education and Outreach Coordinator
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Regional Older Adults Facility Mental Health Support Team (RAFT)
Arlington County Government, Virginia

Doug Pace, NHA
Senior Director, Long-Term & Community-Based Care
Alzheimer’s Association

Carter Harrison
Director, State Regulatory & Legislative Affairs
Alzheimer’s Association/AIM

9:45 a.m. BREAK

9:50 a.m. The General Assembly Just Appropriated a Bunch of Money for Public Awareness — Now What?
Today nearly 7 million Americans are living with Alzheimer’s disease, but as many as half of them are not
diagnosed. And, with two-thirds of Americans having at least one major potential risk factor for dementia,
our nation faces a critical need for effective dementia risk reduction strategies that help all communities.
An early and accurate diagnosis of Alzheimer’s can improve access to care and support services,
enhance quality of life and reduce the financial impact of the disease. This session will focus on
approaches to implementing funding that is allocated to establish statewide public awareness campaigns.

Alisha Etheredge, MS, MPH
Lead, Alzheimer’s Disease Program Team
Healthy Aging Branch
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

Michelle Sleight, MA
Director, Marketing
Alzheimer’s Association

Michael Bruhn
Director, State Affairs
Alzheimer’s Association/AIM

10:50 a.m. BREAK

11:00 a.m. Community Health Workers: Increasing Awareness and Bridging Care Transitions
Community health workers (CHWs) are both a partner of and a resource within many state and local
health departments on the frontline serving communities. As they work with community members, CHWs
can promote healthy aging and help address some of the challenges related to Alzheimer’s and all
dementia. In this session, the three BOLD Public Health Centers of Excellence will discuss their new
publication mapping the core functions of Community Health Workers to risk reduction, early detection
and dementia caregiving.

Alexandra Nordyke
Research Coordinator
BOLD Public Health Center of Excellence on Early Detection of Dementia
New York University Langone Health

Elma Johnson, MPH
Center Coordinator
BOLD Public Health Center of Excellence on Dementia Caregiving
University of Minnesota School of Public Health
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Shelby Roberts, MPH
Senior Director, Public Health
Alzheimer’s Association

12:00 p.m. Networking Lunch

1:00 p.m. State & Local Collaboration: Advancing Health Equity in Communities
With increasing action on dementia, state agencies have been collaborating in creative ways with local
agencies and partners. This session will explore the unique power of state and local collaboration to
advance health equity in particular. Examples of state and local collaboration, existing opportunities, and
lessons learned will be shared, followed by an interactive exercise to examine opportunities in your own
state.

Carl Hill, PhD, MPH
Chief Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Officer
Alzheimer’s Association

Shelby Roberts, John Shean, & Meghan Fadel
Public Health Team
Alzheimer’s Association

2:00 p.m. Closing Session

2:30 p.m. ADJOURN

PARTICIPANTS
STATES (21 + D.C.): Alaska, California, Connecticut, District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois,
Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, New York, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Vermont, Virginia,
Washington, Wisconsin

FEDERAL AGENCIES:
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA)
Administration for Community Living (ACL)

ORGANIZATIONAL PARTNERS:
Association of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO)
BOLD Public Health Center of Excellence on Early Detection of Dementia
BOLD Public Health Center of Excellence on Dementia Caregiving
BOLD Public Health Center of Excellence on Dementia Risk Reduction
Emory Centers for Public Health Training and Technical Assistance
Rippl
USAging

Session Speaker Biographies Additional Resources
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