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State Policy Priorities

Ensure a Coordinated 
Statewide Response to 
Alzheimer’s
Alzheimer’s disease is one of the most critical public health issues in states across America, with over 
6 million Americans living with the disease and 11 million caring for them. By 2050, the number of 
Americans age 65 and older living with Alzheimer’s is projected to double. As this number continues to 
grow, so will the impact on state health systems, budgets and workforce. Addressing the Alzheimer’s 
and dementia crisis requires a coordinated statewide approach.

$ Improve the collection, availability and utilization of dementia-related 
data by the relevant state agencies.

While state-level data is growing, gaps remain in areas such as subjective cognitive decline, 
Alzheimer’s disease diagnosis rates and the impact on caregivers. Regular collection of 
dementia-specific data is critical to allow for the analysis of trends over time. Through data 
collection and analysis, public health officials and state lawmakers can better understand the 
extent and impact of Alzheimer’s and other forms of dementia on their state.

» Require collection and reporting of dementia-specific data by the state agencies
responsible for Medicaid, public health, mental health, social services and aging.

» Create dementia-specific data points for these state agencies that relate to services
provided to individuals living with dementia.

$ Establish a statewide Alzheimer’s/Dementia task force that is administered by the 
state.

By bringing together a wide range of key public and private stakeholders to collaborate, 
states can develop comprehensive policy solutions to help the growing number of Americans 
living with Alzheimer’s.

» Establish, re-authorize or maintain an Alzheimer’s task force to develop a state
Alzheimer’s/Dementia plan.

» Provide oversight to state agencies in implementation of the state Alzheimer’s plan.
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$ Develop, implement and regularly update a State Alzheimer’s/Dementia Plan in 
collaboration with community stakeholders.

A lack of coordination between state agencies can hinder the ability of a state to evaluate 
the effectiveness of policy efforts across various programs serving those with dementia 
and their families. This makes it more difficult for a state to keep its state Alzheimer’s plan 
updated and relevant to the changing health care landscape.

» Direct the lead agency on Alzheimer’s disease to address the needs of individuals
living with dementia through a state Alzheimer’s/Dementia plan.

» Direct the lead agency on Alzheimer’s disease to develop, implement and regularly
update a state Alzheimer’s plan with all dementia stakeholders.

» Designate a state agency as the lead agency to address Alzheimer’s disease.

$ Establish a permanent, full-time Dementia Services Coordinator position and/
or Dementia Unit within the relevant state agency to work across agencies and 
divisions in implementation of the state Alzheimer’s/Dementia plan.

Numerous state agencies administer a variety of programs that are critical to people living 
with dementia. However, their efforts are often siloed, with multiple state agencies working 
separately from each other.

» Establish a permanent, full-time Dementia Services Coordinator position and/or
Dementia Unit.

» Task the Dementia Services Coordinator/Unit with working across all state agencies
and with community stakeholders to implement the Alzheimer’s/Dementia state plan.

$ Ensure all relevant statewide plans and assessments include the needs of 
individuals living with dementia and their families when they are developed or 
updated.

Each state has its own unique needs and challenges. For individuals living with Alzheimer’s, 
developing and implementing a timely and effective state response to this disease is critical.

» Incorporate dementia into state community health assessment plans.
» Incorporate dementia into state health improvement plans (SHIP).
» Incorporate dementia into state aging plans.




